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H a‘group called’ Tenants and Landlords for Fatr Taxatlon
+Hn 2009 fhe Ctty is plannmg to mcrease your apart- -

lncrease your ent.”. L
n I h, ug landlo 3 could only raise rents above the gurde—

Act provrdes for-automatic: rent reductlons if the burldmg s
property taxes fall, and allows landlords toincrease the rent

‘when property taxes rise. The: effect of supply and demand in -
market also | means ‘that hrgher property taxes on:

- the rentalt
rental properties | lead
leadto Iower rents

Tenant Board to passthat |ncrease through to tenants by an
above—guldelme rent increase EORE

. Property taxes are prlmanly determined by multlp ymg the

Y ¢
ments and row housin

" decides on'the tax rates for these different classes of property
~In 2009, residertial tenants i in Ottawa- pald property taxesat’

; or the multr restdentlal property class A tax

y ar 'lymg to: the rent rev;ew board Do 1 have to expect a

t:ommermal shoppmg centres,( 5
farmiand and.others. Under strict provrncral rules; City Council

; hatevas1 75 times the residential tax rate; 1.75 is known. -

neof whers

. ‘ratio-of 1 75 means that the City tax rate on rental umts is 75
“‘per.cent higher than the City tax rate for homeowners.

: Ly Whlle ‘excess taxation of tenants is common in’ Ontarlo. it is
- . not the norm across Canada. Canada’s eight largest cities
', : " outside Ontario are Montreal, Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton,
. Winnipeg, Quebed, Halifax and Saskatoon, Ali but Edmonton .
_charge tenants.the same tax rate as: homeowners ‘Edmbnton:

charges.30 per oent more and is revnewmg whether to ellmrnate

the drfferentlal

" Tenants and Landlords for Fair Taxatlon (T LFT) and the

Eastern Ontario Landlord Orgamzatlon have been pushing for -
- many years for reductions in the property taxes that Ottawa -

‘tenants pay: ‘On April 22nd 2009, City Council ‘will decide

. whether to lower the tax ratlos for apartment burldlngs from

1 .75 for 2009.

If the City does not. lower the tax ratlo the average apart-’

ment burldmg will see afive per cent tax mcrease, and'up to
65 000 tenants across Otta ' uldelme rent
mcreases ‘

Professor Allan Maslov

xpert in‘public. flnance at

Carleton Umversrty n varlous capaclties he has studied the |
d any years lAccordmg to -
h o

stated provmcral pollcy QOal PuatcE

0 you “would like to.find' out more mformataon about how.

tenants and- landlords.are workmg together to promote fairer
property taxes for ti

Send questrons for nental experts or suggest/ons for toprcs
to Rental Guide, c/o Pamela Eadie, Ottawa Citizen Advertising

. Features, 1101 Baxter Road, Ottawa, K2C 3M4 or by e-mail to

peadre@thecrtrzen canwest.com. Selected questions- wrll be
answered'in futuré colurmins only, For immedrate
the Landlord Tenant Board at 1-888-332-3234

'nants you may want to visit the TLFT |
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